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Minutes of the Regular Meeting of the Board of Trustees of the Village/Town of 

Mount Kisco held on Monday, October 2, 2017 at 7:50 pm in the Frank J. DiMicco Board 

Room, Village Hall, and 104 Main Street, Mount Kisco, New York. 

 

Present:     Mayor J. Michael Cindrich 

Deputy Mayor Anthony Markus 

Trustee Jean Farber  

Trustee Peter Grunthal 

Trustee Karen Schleimer 

 

  Also Present:   Edward W. Brancati, Village Manager 

Whitney Singleton, Village Attorney 

 

Regular Village Board Meeting 

Mayor Cindrich opened the Village Board Meeting and led everyone in the Pledge of 

Allegiance.  Mayor Cindrich asked everyone to please remain standing for a moment of 

silence, so that we may reflect on why we are here and ask for guidance in the decisions 

that we make here this evening so that they may benefit all of the people of our 

community.  He asked that we keep in our thoughts and prayer the family of Assistant 

Building Inspector Robert Melillo whose father recently passed away.  He also asked that we 

keep in our thoughts and prayers all of the people in Las Vegas who are suffering from the 

tragic massive shooting that took place their earlier today. 

 

1) Communications: 

A. Letter from the Mount Kisco Fire Department re: Mt. Kisco Volunteer Fire 

Department Fund Drive/Open House. 

 Mayor Cindrich read the email from Maury Rosen dated September 17, 2017 

requesting permission to hold the Mount Kisco Volunteer Fire Department Fund Drive/Open 

House on Sunday, October 15th from 11 am to 2pm. 

 Mayor Cindrich stated that the no parking signs on the church side of Green Street 

may present an issue for the 11:30 am Mass.  He asked that the Village Manager explore 

this issue of Church Parking during that period of time.   

 The following motion was offered by Mayor Cindrich and seconded by Trustee Farber 

approving the request of the Mount Kisco Fire Department to hold their annual Fund Drive 

and Open House event on October 15, 2017 from 11:00 am to 2:00 pm, all in favor. 

Motion Adopted 

Mayor Cindrich   Aye 

Trustee Farber   Aye 

    Trustee Grunthal   Aye 

Deputy Mayor Markus  Aye 

Trustee Schleimer   Aye 

 

 

2) Petitions: None. 

 

3) Board, Committee and Commission Reports:  

 A. Finance Committee Report on Water Fund and Capital Expenditures. 

 Deputy Mayor Markus and Treasurer Robert Wheeling presented to the Village Board 

of Trustees the Mount Kisco Finance Committee’s Water Fund Capital Improvement Report. 
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4) Village Manager’s Reports: 

A. New Website ENotify and Nixle Alert Sign-Up Reminder. 

 Village Manager Brancati announced the Village/Town of Mount Kisco launched its 

new website a few weeks ago and can be found at www.mountkiscony.gov. The new site 

has a fresh clean look that we hope you like. The site has a responsive web design, which 

makes it easy to view no matter what device you use to access the website. The new site 

has far greater capabilities than our old site, which will enable the Village to meet the needs 

of residents, businesses, property owners, and visitors in the future as we work to make 

more services available through our website.  

As a part of that effort, we sent a notice to all individuals who had previously signed 

up to receive email updates through our old website.  We wanted to let them know that we 

will be transitioning from the old email notice system to our new e-notify system through 

the new website. The new e-notify system allows people to not only receive alerts and 

notices by email, but also by text message so they can choose if they would like to continue 

to receive alerts from the Village/Town of Mount Kisco by email, text, or both. In order to 

ensure that people continue to receive alerts and notices from the Village/Town of Mount 

Kisco, we kindly ask that they please click on the link below to sign up with the email 

address and/or mobile device number where they’d like to receive these updates.  

www.mountkiscony.gov/enotify/ 

 

B. Village Offices and the Library will be closed on Monday, October 9, 2017 in 

observance of Columbus Day. 

 Village Manager Brancati announced that all Village Offices including the Mount Kisco 

Public Library will be closed on Monday, October 9, 2017 in observance of Columbus Day. 

http://www.mountkiscony.gov/
http://www.mountkiscony.gov/enotify/
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C. Board, Committee and Commission – Vacancies and Term Expirations 

12/4/2017. 

 Village Manager Brancati announced as we come up on the Annual Organization 

Meeting for the Village, we currently have some vacancies on several Boards, Committees 

and Commissions along with some term expirations.  There are currently openings on the 

Board of Ethics, Conservation Advisory Council, Leonard Park Committee, Planning Board, 

Tree Preservation Board, and Zoning Board of Appeals.  This information is posted on the 

Village’s website and if anyone is interested in serving, please let us know.  You can also 

find information on all of the different Boards, Committees and Commissions on the website 

as there is a description of what each one does on their respective web pages.   

 

 D. Road Re-surfacing and Paving Project. 

 Village Manager Brancati announced that the road re-surfacing and paving project is 

underway.  The contractor was in last week doing a lot of the concrete work associated with 

the project and that work has been completed.  This week we are going to be milling and 

paving a portion of Radio Circle as well as Langland Drive and then the streets will be 

stripped once the paving is cured.  Next week October 9th they will be milling and paving 

Terrace Place and Lenox.  The week of October 16th they will be milling and paving Lundy 

Lane and Oakridge, and finally the week of October 23rd they will be milling and paving 

Croton Avenue in its entirety from Route 133 all the way up to the Village boundary with 

New Castle.  They will also be milling and paving Barker Street from North Bedford Road 

(Rt. 117 East) to the Village boundary with the Town of Bedford.  We will post this 

information on our website.  The contractor is posting flyers and notices in advance of each 

week on each street.  

 

 

 

5) Board Reports: 

Trustee Grunthal reported that the Trustees of the Fire Department pension (LOSAP) 

plan met last week together with our investment managers, namely the Castro Hart team at 

UBS. I am pleased to tell you that the investments have been performing well. Most of the 

funds are meeting our performance standards.  Two smaller funds that are hedges against 

bad times are lagging a little, but they should prove their worth if we get a reversal in the 

stock market. So we are not making any changes in the investments that we are holding, 

except to balance the fund between stocks and bonds from time to time, to keep the asset 

allocation on track with our target allocation. The yield on the portfolio has been 7.2% over 

the last calendar year, 7% over the 5 years ending last June 30th, and the fund was up 

5.2% in this calendar year, through June 30th. That’s satisfactory for a conservative portfolio 

that is around 45% in equities, 45% in fixed income securities, and 10% in hedging 

strategies. So, no changes are planned for the investments. 

As you are aware, the Fire Department also wanted to know the cost of an increase 

in the pension benefits of their LOSAP, we got those numbers recently, and I gave the 

numbers to Dave Kuritzky for the LOSAP committee to review. 

Moving on, our Energy Advisory Panel also met last week headed by David Matsil, 

and decided that the best thing this Village can do to use energy effectively is to build solar 

panels on the landfill at the Department of Public Works yard, as well as looking at 

opportunities to put solar panels on our village buildings, like the fire houses, highway 

garage, the roof and grounds of the Byram Lake Filtration Plant, and so on. They have 

prepared a presentation for our board and the public, and I hope, Mayor, we can put this on 

our agenda over the next couple of meetings because they have some very interesting 

information for us. 

The Conservation Advisory Council met recently and among other things discussed 

the sad state of affairs along the banks of our rivers. That includes the stream that flows 

just a few yards from here, past the Library and Village Hall down to Lieto drive, and also 

the stream that flows through Leonard Park from Wallace Pond by the Teahouse to the end 

of Leonard Park. We are simply not taking adequate care of the river banks, so the 

attractive native plants there are being mowed down during regular maintenance, and 

invasive plants are not being eliminated carefully enough. So we had a letter to this Board 

from the CAC with some recommended instructions for maintenance and mowing of the 

river banks, and I suggest, Mayor, that we have John Rhodes read us that letter after these 

board reports. We are extremely fortunate to have a couple of people in our town who are 

exceptionally knowledgeable about these things, and are willing to share their expertise with 

us and giving us very sound recommendations. 

I walked the stream behind Village Hall with our planner, Jan Johanessen, together 

with members of the CAC. Mr. Johannessen is preparing a maintenance plan for the stream, 

and it will look to saving the river banks from further collapse, to decrease the silting that is 

going on all the time, and also to improve the look of the whole stream. We should get that 

report from Jan during October. He has told me that it will include no mow zones, 

recommended planting, and the placing of some new trees between the willow trees that 
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are old and will not last forever. I do believe that we should follow his recommendations. It 

will make a huge difference to our very nice little rivers. 

Another subject: the Conservation Advisory Council has also been exploring the 

problems created on this planet and in this town by the use of plastic bags. Many towns in 

Westchester County are legislating to reduce the use of these bags, and to assist all of us in 

using reusable bags. We had a work session for this Board on this subject several weeks 

ago. Since then the CAC has been educating our residents at locations like Stop and Shop, 

and they are ready to present the case to us with more information, and together with a 

petition from a very large number of people who want us to go this route. So I would ask, 

Mayor, that we have the CAC present this to us and to the village (via our television 

channel) at one of our next couple of meetings.  

Another Council that has also been busy is the Economic Development Council. They 

have completed their work on the proposed Facebook page for the Village, and are ready to 

present this to us again. I was totally in favor of going ahead with this the first time they 

presented it, but some of you raised certain questions about the possibility of misuse of the 

page by people making derogatory comments. The EDC has answers for you.  Between Ed 

Brancati and the EDC we believe we will not have a problem if we go about doing certain 

things that need to be done. My own research on the Facebook pages of other towns in 

Westchester confirms this. So the EDC wants to come back to all of us with this proposal. 

Hopefully we can go public with this Facebook page perhaps some time in November or late 

December. 

The EDC has also been discussing certain downtown projects with the Arts Council, 

namely Lisa Abzun and Patti Kiernan. They both attended our last meeting. We discussed 

the placing of art projects in town, as has been done in some other towns in Westchester, 

Connecticut and along the Hudson River with great success. We also discussed the 

streetscape project that is in the design stages, with some recommendations for Ed Brancati 

to take back to our planner. 

Also whicle we are on the subject of the EDC, a big thank you to Angela Loffa one of 

our EDC members for arranging Car-Free Day in Mount Kisco on September 22nd, as part of 

a Westchester-wide event. We had a little display on the sidewalk in front of Starbucks. 

Many people stopped by to see what was happening downtown!  

Finally, on a more difficult subject, I want the public to know that we are looking at a 

possible zoning amendment to allow senior living to be built in our Radio Circle area. We 

have had two applications for a senior living residence. Clearly our residents want new 

modern attractive senior living in town. So Mayor, I asked that we have a resolution to have 

our village attorney draft language for our review that will move this along, and in our Work 

Session meeting earlier this evening we did just that.  We need to finally vote this thing up 

or down.  Personally, I am very much in favor of this. It is good for the town and it is good 

for Radio Circle. So I hope we can bring this to a vote very soon. We owe this to the owner, 

who wants to invest in this town, and we need to give quick responses to all people 

interested in investing in our town.  Thank you. 

 

 Trustee Schleimer stated that we are grateful and gratified to have the Mayor back 

“in the saddle again”.  

 Trustee Schleimer announced that the League of Women Voters is having a forum on 

Thursday, October 19th at 7:00 pm in the Mount Kisco Library.  It’s meet you’re Candidates 

Night, all of our local candidates are invited to attend. 

  

 Trustee Farber welcomed in October and a very big week full of very special events.  

First, the Mount Kisco Arts Council is holding its very first Juried Art Show with the 

members’ preview this Thursday, October 5th at the Community Room of the Library.  The 

Daniel Blake Duo will be playing music.  The Art Exhibit will be open to the public on Friday.  

Prior to the Art Show this Thursday evening the Arts Council will be sponsoring a free pop-

up concert featuring Mount Kisco’s own Drew Bordeaux, performing on the porch right here 

at Village Hall.  The show starts at 6:00 pm and all are invited. This pop-up concert will be 

the very first in a new musical series that the Mount Kisco Arts Council is developing under 

the leadership of jazz composer, musician, professor, and Mount Kisco resident Daniel 

Blake.  For more information on the tickets to the Art preview and general information, 

please visit our website at www.MountKiscoArtsCouncil.org.   

 On Sunday, October 7th the Nina, Pinta, and the Santa Maria will be floating down 

Main Street leading the big Columbus Day Parade sponsored by our local Italian-American 

Club.  The day begins with the Italian-American Club’s 6th Annual Car and Motor Cycle Show 

that will fill the Blackeby Parking Lot.  There is going to be a ceremony at noon, right in 

front of the Christopher Columbus statue which is next to the Library.  The Parade begins at 

2:00 pm and will go down from West Hyatt to Village Hall.  There is going to be music and 

foods from many cultures to share in this all day event and the Grand Marshall for this 

year’s parade is our own Linda Cindrich, who was a past president of the Italian-American 

Club, has served so well throughout this whole entire Village, and has done so much for our 

community.   
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 The Mount Kisco Historical Society meets this Wednesday, October 4th.  Many events 

and lectures are being planned and I’ll share those with you at our next meeting.   

 Finally, I have really good news from the Post Office.  The Post Office was power 

washed this weekend and it really looks terrific!  So thank you Ed and Congresswomen Nita 

Lowey for helping to get this done.  So do stop-by the Post Office it looks really terrific!   

 

 Deputy Mayor Markus stated that the other thing the Finance Committee did discuss 

at our last meeting was the Streetscape Proposal.  This is a preliminary analysis that was 

done by our Planner and it provides various options for curbing, sidewalks, pavers within 

sidewalks, new and replacement of trees, and other things.  But generally looking at various 

commercial areas and preliminary discussions and analysis.  This Board and the Finance 

Committee are going to stay on top of this project along with the Village Manager, who is 

moving it forward to the next stage.  We are going to have to look at what the cost is and 

how we are going to pay for it, but it is important and I think it is a priority so we are going 

to find a way to pay for it.  The next stage is a survey process, we have to engage in some 

detailed surveys in order to go to the next level.  Once we get done with that in order to 

make sure that we are keeping Mount Kisco as aesthetically pleasing as possible in bringing 

even more businesses in, that we do the Streetscape project and if necessary, at a very 

high quality.  If we have to do the project in stages in order to keep the costs spread out 

over time then we will do that as well.  The Finance Committee did look at that particular 

issue and we will stay on top of it.   

 Deputy Mayor Markus reported that he did receive an email from a resident asking 

about the idea of a dog park.  I’m putting it out there to see if anyone else is interested in 

this idea.  I think it is something that we need to get some more input on and when a 

resident asks me a question about something, I’d like to get more input on it and a sense of 

the demand for a dog park. 

 

 Mayor Cindrich stated that he would like to see the crosswalks repainted, especially 

on South Moger, North Moger, and Main Street.  When those striping’s wear out they should 

be replaced and repainted immediately.  He asked the Village Manager to send a letter to 

the NYSDOT.   

 Mayor Cindrich apologized for missing several Village Board Meetings.  It’s the first 

two (2) meetings I’ve ever missed in succession in my 21 years of service on the Village 

Board.  I did have a reaction to medication that became a health concern.  I thank everyone 

for their caring thoughts. 

 Mayor Cindrich commented on the recent proposal for the bonding and expansion of 

the Fire Houses.  If we didn’t present this to the public and we did nothing to improve the 

quality of life of our Volunteer Fire Department and bring them into compliance with all of 

the regulatory agencies, we would still be looking at a cost in excess of $6 million dollars in 

retro-fitting to bring the buildings up-to-date from a maintenance standpoint.  The elevator 

issue is a significant issue that we’ve talked about for several years.  The roofs are in poor 

shape.  There is a lot of energy efficient systems that are in the new plan including, lighting, 

heating, and also the evacuation system for when the trucks are running inside the Fire 

Houses.  This isn’t just a one month or a one year plan, I’ve been working with the Fire 

Commissioners, the Captains and the Chiefs for well over three (3) years.  I worked with 

the Village Treasurer and I looked at the debt service that we are going to be relieved of in 

2017, and I told the Fire Department that they were going to have to suck it up until we get 

rid of some of the debt so that we can stay within our financial goals, and they agreed.  This 

project is long overdue and I for one, will support it.  I think it’s a good investment for the 

community and I hope the taxpayers can support this effort also. 

 Mayor Cindrich stated that he attended a fundraiser for the Spastic Paraplegia 

Foundation that was put on by our own Ann Lakin.  When Ms. Lakin approached this Board 

several years ago she did an informational march in the Downtown to get the word out 

about SPF.  The fundraiser held on September 29th was for a good cause, with 

entertainment by Nannyhagen Creek and Stevie B, both were excellent.  This was a Mount 

Kisco night that we should all be proud of, where people brought in home cooked dishes and 

shared in the ambiance and support of Ann Lakin.  I hope next year we can do a little more, 

Ann lives right here in town, she’s a motivational factor for each and every one of us.  It 

was a great evening and I commend every business owner, merchant, restaurant, and 

others who gave auction items to Ann to raise funds for this great event. 

 Mayor Cindrich stated he was invited to a grand opening in Bedford Hills by Governor 

Cuomo.  The Governor made a nice speech.  It was a great turn out and I think that stretch 

of Route 117 is coming alive.  I’ve had several conversations with the Martabano family and 

I hope we can find a car dealership to go into the former Nissan Dealership in a relatively 

short period of time. 

 Mayor Cindrich requested that Neighbors Link located on Columbus Avenue be 

afforded the opportunity to park their vehicles temporarily on Lincoln Place at the south end 

of the street which is a public street, subject to the receipt of a certificate of insurance.  

They would use the eight (8) or nine (9) parking spaces for employee parking on a short 
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term basis.  I’ve spoken to DPW Foreman Joseph Luppino about this request and he didn’t 

see a problem.   

 Village Manager Brancati stated that if Mr. Luppino felt comfortable with this request, 

then I think we can accommodate them, as long as it doesn’t interfere with the Con Edison 

Gas Main replacement project on Columbus Avenue.   

Village Manager Brancati stated that we have a lot going on down at the DPW Yard 

right now, with the renovations and additions to the DPW Building, the LED lighting project 

conversion that is taking place, along with the paving contractor working out at the yard 

site.  So for the next four (4) to six (6) weeks the DPW Yard is going to be a very busy 

place, and I ask residents to be mindful of all of the construction and all of the activity and 

vehicles going in and out of the facility.  If we do make any changes to the hours or 

availability of the yard to the public we will certainly let everyone know, but until that point 

in time, please be mindful that it is a very busy and active yard right now.   

 Mayor Cindrich stated as we start to undertake the Comprehensive Plan Review I’d 

like to ask the Village Board to review Section 110-38 of our Zoning Ordinance, which we 

enacted in 2009/2010, which I believe has been under-utilized.  It’s a method to give our 

property owners and our businesses an opportunity to remain competitive in these difficult 

times by making administrative change of use authorizations that are between the 

Chairman of the Planning Board and the Building Inspector.  I met with a number of 

property owners that are concerned about their competitiveness, and if we can facilitate 

these minor change of uses that really have no impact on parking, or the environment, and 

short circuit the process with the section of law that we’ve enacted.  So I ask that you 

review the section of law to see how we can make it even better, I would appreciate it.  

Thank you for the welcome back thoughts, I’m glad to be here, and I’m looking forward to 

getting a lot of work done.   

 

 

 

6) Old Business:  

a. Resolution appointing Paul Franco to the Finance Committee and Leonard Park 

Committee.  

 The following motion was offered by Deputy Mayor Markus and seconded by Trustee 

Schleimer appointing Paul Franco to the Finance Committee;  

Motion Adopted 

Mayor Cindrich   Abstain 

Trustee Farber   Aye 

    Trustee Grunthal   Aye 

Deputy Mayor Markus  Aye 

Trustee Schleimer   Aye 

 Mayor Cindrich abstained from the vote because he was absent at the informal 

interview with Mr. Franco. 

 

 The following motion was offered by Trustee Farber and seconded by Trustee 

Schleimer appointing Paul Franco to the Leonard Park Committee term to expire on 

December 5, 2022; 

Motion Adopted 

Mayor Cindrich   Abstain 

Trustee Farber   Aye 

    Trustee Grunthal   Aye 

Deputy Mayor Markus  Aye 

Trustee Schleimer   Aye 

 Mayor Cindrich abstained from the vote because he was absent at the informal 

interview with Mr. Franco. 

 

7) New Business: 

a. Resolution appointing John Bainlardi as Vice-Chair of the Planning Board. 

 The following motion was offered by Trustee Grunthal and seconded by Deputy 

Mayor Markus to appoint John Bainlardi as Vice-Chair of the Planning Board, term to expire 

on December 4, 2017; 

 On the question: 

 Trustee Grunthal stated that there has been a Vice Chairman vacancy since the sad 

passing of Tony Sturniolo and we obviously need a Vice-Chairman when the Chairman can’t 

be there.  We’ve been a little careless not appointing someone until now.  I spoke with Mr. 

Doug Hertz, Chairman of the Planning Board, and it is his recommendation that Mr. 

Bainlardi be appointed, although he does feel that somebody else is very well qualified 

indeed, but this is his recommendation by a small margin and I support it, that’s why I 

made the motion. 

 Trustee Farber asked if the Board was supposed to interview the individuals that 

would be up for the Vice Chair position. 
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 Village Manager Brancati replied that the Board does interview the candidates as 

they are appointed.  As was done last year, it is never a bad idea for us to bring incumbents 

in just to touch base and see if they have observations or things of concern.  I hope we can 

do that again in advance of the annual meeting in December. 

 Mayor Cindrich stated that he was not opposed to interviewing, it’s a good meet and 

greet opportunity and I also think that it is long overdue that we have a joint meeting with 

the Planning Board and we should make an effort in the next month to do that.  

 Trustee Schleimer stated that she didn’t know if it was traditional to normally appoint 

by seniority?  Obviously that’s not being done here. 

 Deputy Mayor Markus stated, is that what you would like to do? 

 Trustee Schleimer replied that she was a little surprised to see this as a resolution 

tonight.  We haven’t discussed it, this is the first time we’ve discussed it.  I would have liked 

to have more of an opportunity to have more of a conversation on it and perhaps interview 

him, even if it is only for two (2) months.  I think once appointed he’s likely to be 

reappointed. 

 Trustee Grunthal replied that we went through the whole process of talking in a task 

force environment about the Planning Board, how best it would be composed, and how it 

would run.  I think the Planning Board is running in a more streamlined fashion partly 

because it has the help of staff and we are doing things differently.  I think one of our 

criteria was that we want the Planning Board to run as smoothly and effectively as possible, 

and the reason that I am happy to nominate John Bainlardi is because I think it would 

happen under his “hammer” if he has to take a meeting if the Chairman is not there.  I think 

he will run an effective meeting and I think more about that, than I do about seniority.   

 Trustee Schleimer stated that she had reservations about a particular bias and I’m 

not sure that this is the proper forum to have that discussion.   

 Trustee Grunthal replied that I think we have biases at both ends of the spectrum 

and I think when they debate effectively and respectfully with each other, we get good 

results. 

 Village Attorney Singleton stated that this caught him off guard that this was being 

put on tonight’s agenda.  State Village Law allows for all appointments to the Board to be 

made by the Mayor and confirmed by the Village Board.  However, when it comes to the 

issue of Vice Chair it is silent as to that, and most of the authority says that the 

appointment is made by the Planning Board itself.  However, your Board does have a Rules 

of Procedures, specific to appointing and while it’s not immensely illustrative to this 

particular situation, it has been the past practice of your Board to do the appointments for 

the Chairman and Vice Chairman, generally those have been provided by the Mayor and not 

made by a motion of the Board of Trustees. 

 Deputy Mayor Markus stated so the legal authority is for the Planning Board to make 

that determination and the Rules of Procedures conflict with that? 

 Village Attorney Singleton stated 7-718 of the Village Law does not speak to 

appointments of a Vice Chair.  I looked to other sources of authority, some information put 

out by the Department of State to provide guidance to municipal boards, it says in the event 

that there is either no Vice Chairman or in the event that the Planning Board Chairman is 

not present the Planning Board shall make the appointment for an Acting Chair.  This 

doesn’t mean that you are bound by this and it doesn’t mean that you can’t adopt your own 

resolution.   

 Mayor Cindrich stated that there is section in the Village Code that specifically states 

that the Board of Trustees shall appoint the Chairman and the Vice Chairman.   

 Village Attorney Singleton replied that it’s not within your Rules of Procedures for 

appointments.   

 Mayor Cindrich stated that in the discussions we’ve had previously when we were 

hunting for a Chairperson with the commitment that Mr. Bainlardi had agreed to make I had 

no problem with him even serving as Chairperson.  He has a wealth of knowledge, 

character, and credibility.  He does own commercial property in the Village and I’m sure if 

one of his properties come up, he’d recuse himself.  If the Board feels comfortable we can 

ask Doug Hertz and John Bainlardi to come in for a brief interview, other than that I’m 

comfortable with the motion that’s been made. 

 Trustee Grunthal stated that he did not propose this resolution without first speaking 

with Doug Hertz, which I already said, but also with John Bainlardi and I told him that there 

were certain responsibilities in this and he accepts that, and he looks forward to serving in 

this capacity. 

 Deputy Mayor Markus concurred that he didn’t have a problem with the appointment.  

If Doug is recommending him, we have a vacancy right now, and we are going to be re-

visiting it again anyway in two months, I’m fine with it. 

 Village Manager Brancati read from Chapter 25 of the Village Code.  The Board of 

Trustees shall at its annual meeting designate one member of the Planning Board as 

Chairman and one member as Vice Chairman and each of whom shall serve until the 

commencement of the next official year of the Village or until their respective successors 

are designated and qualified. 
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 Trustee Farber stated that she didn’t have a problem with appointing him.  She did 

however, have a problem without having a general meeting between the Planning Board 

and the Village Board.  I think it’s really important to have one or two meetings a year with 

the Planning Board.  I know we have so much going on right now, but this is extremely 

important. 

 Mayor Cindrich called for the vote; 

Motion Adopted 

Mayor Cindrich   Aye 

Trustee Farber   Aye 

    Trustee Grunthal   Aye 

Deputy Mayor Markus  Aye 

Trustee Schleimer   NAY 

 

 b. Resolution renaming the Mount Kisco Public Library. 

 The following motion was offered by Mayor Cindrich and seconded by Trustee Farber 

renaming the Mount Kisco Public Library in honor of Henry V. Kensing.   

 Mayor Cindrich stated that Mr. Kensing was a thirty-one (31) year public servant to 

this Village.  He was an exceptional human being who advocated for people that had very 

little, but they were happy with what they had, but often times they needed help.  He made 

a special place in his heart for each and every person in this Village.  He served fourteen 

(14) years as Mayor and sixteen (16) years as Town Justice.  I did have a meeting with the 

Library Board and they understand the contributions that Hank Kensing made to this 

community over his tenure.  I’m proposing a ceremony to take place on October 29th at 

2:00pm with a brief reception afterwards to replace the sign on the south end of the 

building and the sign would read “The Henry V. Kensing Memorial Library”.  

Motion Adopted 

Mayor Cindrich   Aye 

Trustee Farber   Aye 

    Trustee Grunthal   Aye 

Deputy Mayor Markus  Aye 

Trustee Schleimer   Aye 

 

c. Resolution opposing the elimination of the deductibility of State and Local 

Taxes. 

The following motion was offered by Trustee Grunthal and seconded by Trustee 

Schleimer adopting the following resolution opposing the elimination of the deductibility of 

State and Local Taxes. 

WHEREAS, Congress is giving serious consideration to eliminating the federal 

income tax deduction for state and local taxes; 

WHEREAS, this deduction, which has been in place for more than 100 years, is 

heavily utilized by residents of our community and our State; 

WHEREAS, New York residents already pay more into the federal treasury than the 

federal government returns to New York; 

WHEREAS, the state and local tax deduction is a fundamental principle of 

federalism and without it our residents would be faced with double taxation as they 

would be forced to pay federal  income taxes  on the taxes they pay to state and local 

governments; 

WHEREAS, this federal cost shift onto local governments would place extreme 

pressure on municipal budgets, including diminished revenue for essential local 

government investments, including public safety and public infrastructure; and 

WHEREAS, increased federal taxation and reduced municipal services will harm our 

local housing market, decrease home values and erode our local tax base, 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED THAT, the Village/Town of Mount Kisco 

expresses its strong opposition to any tax reform proposal that would eliminate the State 

and Local Tax (SALT) Deduction, are proud to have the support of Representative Lowey 

in opposition to the elimination of this critical deduction, and urge all Members of 

Congress to join Representative Lowey and us in publicly opposing any such proposal. 

Motion Adopted 

Mayor Cindrich   Aye 

Trustee Farber   Aye 

    Trustee Grunthal   Aye 

Deputy Mayor Markus  Aye 

Trustee Schleimer   Aye 

 

d. Resolution authorizing the Village Manager to sign the agreement with 

Marshall & Sterling subject to review and approval by the Village Attorney. 

 The following resolution was offered by Deputy Mayor Markus and seconded by 

Trustee Schleimer authorizing the Village Manager to sign the agreement with Marshall & 

Sterling, not to exceed the amount of $3,750.00, subject to review and approval by the 

Village Attorney and Trustee Schleimer;  
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Motion Adopted 

Mayor Cindrich   Aye 

Trustee Farber   Aye 

    Trustee Grunthal   Aye 

Deputy Mayor Markus  Aye 

Trustee Schleimer   Aye 

 

e. Resolution authorizing the Village Manager to sign the agreement with 

Complus subject to review and approval by the Village Attorney. 

 The following resolution was offered by Trustee Farber and seconded by Trustee 

Grunthal authorizing the Village Manager to sign the agreement with Complus, subject to 

review and approval by the Village Attorney;  

Motion Adopted 

Mayor Cindrich   Aye 

Trustee Farber   Aye 

    Trustee Grunthal   Aye 

Deputy Mayor Markus  Aye 

Trustee Schleimer   Aye 

 

8) Bills – 

The following motion was offered by Trustee Farber and seconded by Trustee 

Grunthal to pay the bills as presented to the Board dated September 14, 2017 for the 

months of August and September, 2017; all in favor. 

General Fund      $   260,838.44 

Water Fund            40,716.52 

  Sewer Fund             5,328.80 

  Library Fund            11,337.20 

  Capital Fund            93,852.25 

Trust Fund              5,454.25 

    TOTAL   $    417,527.46 

Motion Adopted 

Mayor Cindrich   Aye 

Trustee Farber   Aye 

    Trustee Grunthal   Aye 

Deputy Mayor Markus  Aye 

Trustee Schleimer   Aye 

 

9)      Approval of Minutes –  

 Village Board Meeting Minutes September 18, 2017.  

 The following motion was offered by Deputy Mayor Markus and seconded by Trustee 

Schleimer approving the minutes of the Village Board Meeting Minutes of September 18, 

2017, all in favor: 

Motion Adopted 

Mayor Cindrich   Abstain* 

Trustee Farber   Aye 

    Trustee Grunthal   Aye 

Deputy Mayor Markus  Aye 

Trustee Schleimer   Aye 

*Absent from the meeting. 

 

10) Non-Local Business:  None. 

 

11) Public Comment:   

Mrs. Antoinette Whalen complained once again about the water quality at the Fox 

Senior Center, it’s still dirty and the water pressure is very low. 

 Village Manager Brancati stated that the Fox Senior Center is at the end of the line 

and in order to help with the water pressure the water line needs to be connected to the 

water main on Preston Way and were looking into it.  

 

Mr. John Rhodes read the following into the record on behalf of the Conservation 

Advisory Council and Tree Preservation Board. 

At our meeting on Sept. 19th the CAC voted unanimously to present the following 

recommendation to the Village Board. These recommendations are based on months of 

study, attendance at training sessions, physical surveys of the locations involved, and many 

discussions with experts in this field.  

There is a strong scientific consensus that maintaining a no-mow zone in riparian areas 

along streams, ponds, and lakes has many advantages including:   

 It reduces pollution, bank erosion, flooding, siltification, and algae growth 

 It encourages the increased presence of pollinators and native birds, and discourages 

the spread of invasive plants and birds (including Canada Geese) 
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 It reduces maintenance costs  

 

We hope the Board will adopt these measures as a next step forward toward restoring 

the health, usefulness, diversity, and enjoyment of the riparian areas bordering our streams 

and ponds. 

Thanks you for your consideration, and for your efforts to care for our common 

home. 

Proposed Directions for the Care and Maintenance of River and Pond Banks in 

Mount Kisco 

The Highway Department are directed to adhere to these policies and procedures for 

the following waterways and riparian zones: 

1.  Kisco River tributaries flowing through Leonard Park 

2.  Wallace Pond in Leonard Park 

3.  Branch Brook from Preston Way to Lieto Drive and continuing through its intersection 

with the Metro North Railroad tracks 

4.  Others that may be identified from time to time 

A.  The Highway Department and other Village employees or contractors shall not 

mow, cut or disturb in any way, the native trees, shrubs, and other growth along these 

waterways, for a distance of ten feet on either side or any bank of these waterways (NYS-

DEC Zone 1), except as described in (C.) and (D.) below. 

B.  The Tree Preservation Board shall identify Invasive Plants along these banks 

and riparian zones, and a list of these plants and their locations shall be submitted to the 

Village Manager. 

C.  The Highway Department (or a contractor elected by the Village Manager with 

the consent of the Village Board) shall remove these invasive plants in these areas within 

two months of these being identified, unless they have been removed by volunteers under 

the direction of the Tree Preservation Board.  The Tree Preservation Board shall notify the 

Village Manager at least three days in advance of any planned removal of invasive plants by 

volunteers. In all cases, the invasive plants will be removed with great care so as to avoid 

unnecessarily disturbing native plants or the soil in these areas. 

D.  The 10 foot “no mow” zone shall not apply: 

1.  On the West bank of Branch Brook adjacent to the Shoppers’ Park Parking 

Lot, within 6 feet of the railing or in immediate proximity to the forebays, 

overflow retention and drainage treatment features, installed berms, pond 

liners etc.  

2.  In the immediate vicinity of the forebays and drainage treatment features etc. 

between the Library and the East bank of Branch Brook, where a path will be 

mowed to create a walkway leading toward the 9/11 Memorial. 

 

 Village Manager Brancati thanked the committee for their recommendations and we 

will continue to work on it, but it’s not both sides of the bank in their entireties all 

throughout the Village.  

 

Meeting closed at 10:10 PM. 

 

 

 

 

_______________________________ 

      Edward W. Brancati 

      Village Manager 


